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I. Introduction


The FMW Library Committee has continued to enhance the collection and make it more accessible and useful to the FMW community.  We continue to add books to the library, catalog the collection, clear the cabinets and the shelves of duplicates and old supplies, and have begun examining the shelves to identify out of scope materials.  

II. Finding Books in the Collection and Checking Them Out

A reminder that the books in the Library have been cataloged on http://www.LibraryThing.com.  The FMW Library catalog is viewable at http://www.librarything.com/catalog/FMWLibrary or on mobile devices at http://www.librarything.com/m/ by entering the collection name FMWLibrary.  The Library Committee has also printed out lists of the books in the collection with call numbers arranged alphabetically by author and by title and made these available in the Library.


Anyone wishing to check books out, should write his or her name on the card in the back of the book and leave the card in the gray box on top of the card catalog.  Try to return books within three weeks so that others may use them too.  FMW Library Committee Members are trying to make themselves available in the Library after 10:30 meeting ends on First Day in order to help people with questions or to find books- please come by and visit, or feel free to send an e-mail to the clerk via the Library’s homepage on the FMW website: http://www.quakersdc.org/library. 
III.  Size, Growth and Scope of the Collection


As of March, 2012, the Library held 1,988 books in the collection, about 100 more than last year at this time, or an increase of about 5%.  Additions to the collection came from donations, purchases, and books found in the Library’s cabinets that had been acquired years ago but never processed.  Of the twenty or so Quaker Meeting Libraries on LibraryThing.com, FMW’s is still the largest; only Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s Library is larger at over 14,000 books, though its mission is to serve as a lending library to other meetings around the country, which is far beyond our scope.  

Last year we reported that the median publication year of books in the collection was 1965 and that very little of the collection were newer publications from the past twenty years.  Because most of the books added this past year were published relatively recently, the median publication date has moved up to 1968, hopefully making the holdings more timely and relevant to the Community. 

Using one of LibraryThing.com’s tools, we have also discovered that about 70% of the authors in the FMW Library collection are male and 30% are female, despite the fact that Quaker women have been more prolific than those of many other religions.  It is difficult to say exactly why this is the case, but it may be all the more reason for us to add more materials written in the past twenty years to the collection; this may help to balance things out a bit. 

The Library is running out of shelving space in certain areas, a problem likely to increase as we add newer, more relevant books to the collection.  Because of this, the Library Committee has begun the careful process of examining the library to identify books that might be responsibly deaccessioned and hopefully sent to Wilmington College’s Library in Ohio, where the rare book collection went in June, 2010.  
III. Finances

Of the $300 allotted to the Library Committee for its budget from FMW, we have spent $245.25, mainly on book purchases, leaving $54.75 for the rest of the fiscal year.  


By last summer, the Library Committee had identified a large number of duplicate books in the cabinets around the room, mostly acquired as donations over the years.  We decided to make these available for purchase by setting them out on a table in the Parlor suggesting a donation of $1 per title on the honor system.  Surprisingly, the Library has amassed a fortune of $103 over the past year.  The Committee is hoping to use the funds to purchase more books in the coming months.  

IV. Donations


The Library has received many generous book donations over the past year.  However, the Committee feels the need to let the FMW Community know that it is always best to contact someone on the Committee first before bringing books in.  This past year, most donations were well within scope, but in past years people have donated books that were far out of scope, sometimes anonymously.  If you have Quaker-related books that you would like to share with the community, please contact one of us to find out if the Library could use them.   

The Library’s scope for collecting includes Quaker history and biography, spirituality, mysticism, social justice, and non-violence.
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