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During 2014, members of Ministry and Worship were: Debby Churchman, Blair Forlaw, Gray Handley, 
Anne Harper, and Gene Throwe.   Our small number left us stretched very thin.  We will lose two of our 
members in the new year.  We appreciate the encouragement and support that Nominating Committee 
has extended to us as we seek additional members for 2015.  
 
Ministry and Worship worked together well to complete a number of tasks during 2014, and initiated 
others that will carry over into 2015.  These are summarized below. 
 
We organized and oversaw the 2014 Spiritual State of the Meeting Survey.  Summarized the results in a 
written report, which was shared with a small gathering of Friends, the committee of clerks, and 
Meeting for Business, prior to being submitted to Baltimore Yearly Meeting on time in April.   
 
We organized and convened ten one-hour gatherings in which Friends shared their Spiritual Journeys.  
Two Friends presented at each of the programs, which were held from 9:15 am until 10:15 am on 
designated Sundays in January, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, and 
November.   The Spiritual Journeys series has been well received by FMW, and will be continued in 
2015.   
 
We revised and updated printed materials and electronic communication for committees, groups, and 
individuals sitting Head of Meeting in the main meeting room at 10:30 am on First Days. 
 
We developed and approved a proposal for a Welcome Team, which is envisioned as a subcommittee to 
Ministry and Worship.  It will include volunteers from M&W, as well as other Meeting members and 
attenders who have an interest in participating.  The goal is to ensure that all visitors and guests to the 
Meeting receive a warm, personal welcome and have regular opportunities to learn about the Religious 
Society of Friends.  We hope to convene this subcommittee early in 2015.   
 
We hosted an afternoon workshop called “Bringing Our Differences into the Light,” which was led by 
Michael Cronin and Deborah Haines.  This workshop was patterned after an event at Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting.  Approximately 24 FMW Friends attended, representing a healthy diversity of age, gender, and 
regular worship service attended.  It helped us hone our active listening skills, understand the difference 
between dialogue and debate, and enhanced our awareness and appreciation of similarities and 
differences among us.   
 
We convened an Oversight Committee or process in preparation for Memorial Meetings for two FMW 
members.  The meeting for Marney Akins was held in May and for Susan Ellis in November.   
 
In response to concerns and suggestions raised by Friends, we drafted “Queries on the Sharing 
of Vocal Ministry and Friendly Communication.”  As the time of this annual report, the queries are still 
being seasoned in committee.  They will be shared with the larger FMW community by the end of 2014.   

 
 


